I'he (athedral and John Connon School
I-nglish | iterature Preliminary Examination

Marks: 80

Std. X
Time: 2 hours

Date: 15 January, 2019
Answers ta this Paper must he written on the paper provided separatciy

The first ten munutces are to be spent reading the question paper
The time given al the head of thay paper 1s the time allowed for writing the anosers

Attempt five gugstions i gid

You must attempt ot least one question from each of the Sections 4, B and C and not more
than two other questions.
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Question 1 , 2 i

Read the extract given below and anmwer the questions that follow :

Arragen: 0, that estates, degrees and offices
Were not derived corrsptly’ And that clear konour
Were purchased by the merit of the wearer! ‘

1 Explain, ‘O, that estates, degrees and offices; Were not derived corruptly’. Statc any

wo instances quoted by hum o support his view (3}
ii) Why does Arragon not choose the gold casket? How are his words ronic” (3]
iti)  What lesson lies for Ammagoa within the silver casket? | 13
iv) mmmmmu-uhwummwwu

Portia's reaction o i? (3]

State and explain the figure of speech used by Portia afier Arragon’s departure. How
docs the end of the scene reveal the bussorous side of Portia’s chanacter? (4]
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Question 2 ¥ Y 3‘&% 4

16
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: [16]
Portia: Now he goes, with no less presence, but with much more love,

Than young Alcides, when he did redeem
The virgin tribute paid by howling Troy
To the sea-monster: I stand for sacrifice
The rest aloof are the Dardanian wives,
With bleared visages, come forth to view
The issue of the exploit

)] When does Portia say this? What can one conclude about her state of mind at this
point in time? ’ (3]

i) Explain how the reference to Hercules and the sea- monster is appropriate for the
situation. (3]

iii) Why does Portia order music to be played while Bassanio makes his choice? [3] B

Iv)  Why does Bassanio reject the gold casket? Give any two examples used by Bassanio

that are related to beauty and bravery. (3]
V) Discuss two character traits of Portia that are revealed in this scene. How does her
treatment of Bassanio contrast with that of Morocco and Arragon when they mgdc
their choice of caskets? (4]
Question 3 ¢
Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: (16]
Shylock
Nay, take my life and pardon not that: .

You take my house when you do take the prop
That doth sustain my house; you take my life
When you do take the means whereby I live.

Portia

What mercy can you render him, Antonio?

i) How does Portia cleverly turn Shylock’s *plea for justice” in Antonio’s favour?
[3]
ii) What do the laws of Venice state with regard to aliens? (3] _
1i1) Gratiano is particularly harsh towards Shylock in t_his part of the scene. Justify this -
statement. ; ) (3] .
Av) .. Why does Antonio say a little earlierin the scene that Fortune has been kind to him?
(3]
V) What ‘justice’ is rendered by Antonio? With reference to the lines in the extract, why
does Shylock prefer death to pardon? . (4]
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Section B: Poetry [Mdb.fygggwsgﬂso'

Poetry (A Collection of Poems)

Question 4:

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

[16]

Abou ben Adhem (May his tribe increase)
Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace,
And saw within the moonlight in his room,
Making it rich like a lily in bloom.........

i) 7" “Who was Abou Ben Adhem? Explain the meaning of the words “May his tr[i;e

i)

iii)

increasc.” Why is it put in parenthesis? : ,
What did Abou discover in his room? Which other words are used to describe the
entity? How is the phrase ‘like a lily in bloom’ a suitable description? ~ [3]

How did Abou react on learning that his name was not in the book of gold? What was

his request to the angel? _ [3]
Why do you feel Abou became bold? Discuss the relevance of the theme in the

present religious climatc in our country. (3]
How can we say that this poem has a universal appeal? Comment on the tone and the

mood of the poem. If an angel appeared before you, how would you ask to be

remembered? , . [4])

Question 5: »

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: [16]

They say it was a shocking sight

After the field was won;
For many thousand bodies here

I ay rnlting in the sun;

But things like that, you know, must be

After a famous victory.

Who is the speaker? Who is he spcak-ing to? thre are they? [3]

Bring out the irony in Kaspar’s words. [3]
Write any two messages the poem conveys to the reader supported by evidence from

the text. (3]
State clearly how the poet created an atmosphere of devastation caused by war in the

poem. . [3]
Who were the people responsible for the victory? How does the poem refer to them?

Do you feel Kaspar’s attitude would have been different if he had pursued a different
profession? Justify your answer. [4]
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Question 6%

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: {16j

Thus I entered, and thus I go!

In triumphs, people have dropped down dead.
Paid by the world, “What dost thou owe
me?”— God may question; now instead,

‘Tis God shall repay: I am safer so.

Name and explain the figure of specch in the first line of this extract. [3]
Describe the manner in which the speaker was welcomed in the opening lines of the F;em

and why.
What is the form of the pocm? Mention two characteristics peculiar to this form
[3]

What are his thoughts as he uttered the quoted lines .md why do they make him fcel safc?
[3]

Why is this ironic? 7
Comment on the concept of ‘crowd mentality’ that one sees in this poem. [4]

SECTION C: PROSE

A Collection of ICSE Poems and Short Stories

Question 7 o

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: (16]

The world ground to a standstill. The silence was so immense and unbelievable that you felt your

ears had been stuffed or you had lost your hearmg altogether. The children put their hands to

their ears.

) What had just happened? What is the analogy used by author to describe it? [3)
ll) Write any three ways in which the children enjoy the two hours of sunshinc. [3]
1) Give two reasons why the other children resented Margot. What did they do to

(3]

her?
iv)  What is the term used by the author for the children in the school? State one way

each in which these children were cxactly the same and completely- different. from the ...

children on earth. (3]
v) What is the genre of this short story? Mention any two themes that emerge from the

story and give suitable justifications for each. Suggest an alternative title for the

story. [ 4]
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Queation B

Rend the extract given bdow und answer the questions that follow: [16]

“"f“‘ld‘?"”/f}’;z till the tenxion secmed (o ol ol nf my Imdy oy 1 truith of whl he sad hil ;;rlr(“ I
Confidently, dvew o line o il oot in hack of the bourd vindd pyroseeded (o fump Jrom
gl tfled welth altnost o foor to sypre

N
i)
i)
iv)

v)

] ' N et tetisinn’? How does i rellen
Whast statenient of Long's had suddenly eansed Qvaens 1ERsDn

A 3
on Lz Long's character? : ling O)wens l"/ el
Which event wis Owens® speciality’? Why did everyone. including, Crwrens. l[ l' ’
thot he would win it?

. ) ’ 7 aram b ts - . 1 g ‘}' e
Where ind when were the Games being held’? How did Owens cresle mm”/[l‘l o
s ! s B SR B Pz hich
Mention nny three sspeets of the short story ‘My Greatest Olympic Yoz [‘;|
indpired you. | - ‘ ‘ PR
Who wast the founder of the modern Olympic Games? What is the core 16ea |
Olympic Grmes? How did Luz Long epitomize it? (4}

Question 9

Annwer the following questions with reference to Hang Christian Anderson’s short story,
“I'he Little Mateh Glebe — =7 S (16}

I How does the nuthor succeed in evoking sympathy for the little match girl in the
heart of reuder? Give any four instunces from the text. ' [4]
What does the cold winter night’s setling foretell aboul the poor girl’s fate” Do you
think it wus a relcuse for her? How then does it make the scuing- ironic” _[41
ixplnin how the power of imagination helps the Little Match Girl to cope with her

misery and the cold, . : 1%]
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